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TO  THE 


K  I  N  G’s  Molt  Excellent 

MAJESTY  in  Council, 


The  PETITION  of  the  Freeholders 

and  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Penjilvania. 

V ,  .  •  •  . 

.  (  Moji  humbly  Jheweth , 

?  |  A  HAT  great  Obftrudtions  to  Your  Majefty's  Service,  and 
Mifchiets  to  the  faid  Province,  have,  during  the  two  laft 
^  “*■  Wars,  been  occafioned  by  a  continual  Difagreement  be¬ 

tween  the  Proprietaries  of  the  Province,  who  arc  Governors  of  , 
the  fame,  and  the  Aflcmblies  chofen  annually  by  the  People. 

~  t  H  A  T  the  like "TJi /agreements  between  the  Proprietaries^and 
People  in  all  the  other  Colonies  of  America  fettled  under  Proprie¬ 
tary  Governments,  and  like  Mifchiefs  attending  thofe  Difagree- 
ments,  have,  in  moft  of  the  laid  Colonies,  occafioned  a  Surrender  ’  V, 
of  the  Powers  of  Government  to  the  Crown,  or  a  Refumption  of 
the  fame  by  Your  Majefty’s  Prcdeceflbrs ;  only  two  Proprietary  >  , 
Governments  now  remaining  in  America.  '  v  \  * 

THAT  your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive  fuch  mifehievous 
•  Difagreements  to  proceed  from  the  very  Nature  of  Proprietary 

Governments ; - the  Multitude  of  Dj/putes  arifing  between  the 

Proprietaries  and  private  Perfons,  concerning  Matters  of  Property, 
naturally  occafioning  mutual  Opinions  of  Injuftice,  and  thence  in 


rropnctancs  rowci^as  Governors,  of  appointing  Judges,  during 
their  Plealure,  to  jWge  in  their  own  as  well  as  all  other  Caufe£ 
fubjetfts  them  to  Sufpicionj  s*nd  their  making  ufc  of  their  Potters 
of  Government,  especially  m  Times  of  pubiick  Diftrefs,  to  en¬ 
force  Claims  of  private  Intereft,  renders  their  Government  odious. 
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THE  Petitioners  therefore,  defirous  of  enjoying  the  Privileges 
granted  them  by  Your  Majefty's  Predeceffors,  freed  from  the  Jn- 
conveniencies  which  they  conceive  incident  to  Proprietary  Govern¬ 
ments,  and  which  they  have  long  laboured  under  j  and  earnestly 
wilhing  to  partake  of  that  Happinefs  and  Security  which  they  fee 
all  thole  Colonics  around  them  enjoy,  who  are  under  Your  Maje- 
lly  s  immediate  Government,  do  humbly  pray,  that  Your  Majcfty 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  the  Government  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  lik£wife  into  Your  own  Royal  Hands,  making  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  fuch  equitable  Compenfation  for  the  fame,  as  to  Your  Ma- 
jefty’s  Wifdoin  and  Goodnefs  fhall  feem  meet. 

AND  the  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  fliall  ever  pray,  &c. 
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